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Editorial
                     Statement
To our beautiful wayward and peculiar readers,
In this year’s edition of Toyon, we have a special treat for those of you 
who’ve been yearning to engage with content that is slightly off the beaten 
path from what one might expect from a literary magazine. We wanted to in-
spire our writers and artists to create works that interrogated topics deemed 
unorthodox, off-kilter, or even uncomfortable, in order to shed light on things 
that are commonly left unsaid. Volume 66 is dedicated to “Exploring the Ta-
boo” simply because we believe that breaking conventions makes for the raw-
est form of truth, and no one should be denied their truth.
To be very clear, the call for submissions for this year’s theme made sure to 
note that our version of “Exploring the Taboo” would not condone hate speech, 
oppressive points of view, or excessive violence without a clear purpose. Toyon 
values underrepresented and marginalized voices and aims to uphold our stan-
dard of equity through every stage of our publishing process. However, we did 
want to give our creators freedom to interpret what taboo meant to them per-
sonally. What did they think society has deemed as unacceptable, forbidden, or 
divergent? How can their works challenge normativity, dismantle power struc-
tures, or just be out right unexpected? 
Now, we must warn you that some of these pieces may be triggering, so 
please remain mindful as you read through this edition. Proceed with caution.
As this year’s Managing Editor, I have had the privilege of working with as 
amazing a staff as a human could ask for. They poured their love and devotion 
into this edition. This year was not especially easy, with two power outages 
that caused us to lose two weeks of work time and cancel several community 
events, yet we never faltered. It is people like those on this year’s staff who are 
going to change the conversation around social and environmental issues to 
move us all into a more intentional world. 
We also want to acknowledge that this book was produced on unceded 
territory of the Wiyot people, surrounded by the traditional, ancestral, and 
present homeland of several indigenous nations including the Hupa, Karuk, 
Mattole, Tolowa, Wailaki, and Yurok. We seek an understanding of environ-
mental and social justice and literature that is informed by these communities. 
Enjoy the magazine! We hope you learn and feel something new and share 
it with others.
Until the next time,
Erika Andrews, Managing Editor 
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